
Welcome to the Inspire Digital Signage Quick Start Guide 

 

 
Inspire Lite Digital Signage Suite Version 2.0 

Client Quick Start Guide   

Table of Contents 
 
1. Before You Begin 
a. Software Components 
b. Hostname/Computer Name 
 
2. System Installation 
a. Inspire Server  
b. Inspire Client 
c. Registration 
d. Inspire Display 
 
3. Initial Setup 
a. Server Name 
b. Login 
c. Default Display Setup 
d. Communication Indicators 
f. Default Schedule Setup 
 
3. System Configuration 
c. Configuration 
d. Manage Displays 
e. Configure Panel 

4. Media Content Designer 
a. Editing Tools 
b. Using the Designer 
b. Add a Slide 

5. Content Scheduler 
a. Editing Tools 
b. Add a Schedule 



1. Before You Begin 
 
a. Software Components 
Inspire Digital Signage Suite software allows you to create a network of digital media displays. With this 
software suite you can share digital media between multiple computers across your companȅΩǎ network. 
Before you start, there are a few things to understand that will help you create your digital signage 
display network.  
 
Inspire Client ς The client program allows you to update your display network from your laptop or 
workstation. This software can be installed on one or multiple workstation and\or laptop computers. 
The client software allows multiple users to connect to the Inspire Server to update schedules, create 
content and setup your display network. 
 
Inspire Display - This program is designed to turn a computer into a 24/7 digital signage display. This is 
typically installed on the computer you will use to showcase your public/client facing digital media. This 
computer and monitor will display the digital media you schedule through the Inspire Client. The display 
will receive updates from the Inspire Server as the schedules change and new media is created. 
 
Inspire Server ς This file contains the 24/7 scheduling and media server. This server allows users to 
share media. This program also allows your displays to retrieve updates throughout the day. Avoid 
installing this software on a workstation or laptop that will be powered down often. The client and 
display software must be able to connect to the server to store and retrieve your scheduling data and 
digital media.  
 
On a single display system, this software can be installed on the same computer as the Inspire Display. 
On a multiple sign system, install the server on the master display or a dedicated server computer.  
 
b. Hostname/Computer Name 
 
You will need to know the hostname or network name of your computers. This will allow the computer 
to share information. On a Microsoft Windows base computer, you can find you compute name here: 
 
Start Menu > My Computer (Right Click)  
 
In the system window, make a note of the Computer Name: setting of all the computers you with to use 
in you display network. 



 
 
2. System Installation 
 
a. Installing the Inspire Server 
 
To install the Inspire Server, simply download the server installation file. Remember, this program 
should be installed on a computer that will be available 24/7 to both the client users and digital displays. 
 
Click the installation file and select the location you would like to install the server files. The default 
location is recommended. 
 
During the installation process, you will be asked to enter the "License Code". This code is not required 
for Inspire Lite.  
 
*Important  
Make a note of the Inspire ServerΩǎ ŎƻƳǇǳǘŜǊ ƴŀƳŜΣ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ installation of the 
Inspire Display and Inspire Client software. 
 

  

b. Installing the Inspire Client 
 
To install the Inspire Client, simply download the client installation file to your workstation or laptopΩǎ 
desktop.  
 
Click the installation file and select the location you would like to install the client files. The default 
location is recommended. 



 

Once the Inspire Client is installed, the first time the program runs it will ask for the "Server Name/IP". 
This is the hostname, IP address or web address of the Inspire Server. All media and scheduling 
information resides on the Inspire Server.  
 

 

c. Registration 
 
The first time you open the Inspire Client software, you will be asked to register your system. If you 
have already purchased the software, simply enter your registration information and registration key. 
If you are running in demo mode simply click cancel to continue your trial. To purchase your 
registration key, go to www.inspiredisplays.com 

 
 

d. Installing the Inspire Display 
 
To install the Inspire Display, simply download the display installation file to the computer you plan to 
use as your new digital media display.  
 
Click the installation file and select the location you would like to install the display files. The default 
location is recommended. 



 

*Important  
During the Inspire Display installation you will be asked to enter the Inspire Server name, this is 
the hostname, IP address or web address of the Inspire Server. All media and scheduling 
information resides on the Inspire Server.  
 

 
 
3. Initial Setup 

  

a. Server Name 
The first time you run the Inspire Client. You may be prompted for the άServer Name/IPέ. This is the 
computer name of the computer running the Inspire Server. If this screen persists, the Inspire Client 
cannot communicate with the Inspire Server. Verify your Inspire Server is installed and the two 
computers can communicate over the network. 

 
 
 

 

 

 



b. Login 
 

 
 
hƴŎŜ ȅƻǳ ŎƭƛŎƪ ǘƘŜ άLƴǎǇƛǊŜ /ƭƛŜƴǘέ ƛŎƻƴ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ƭƛǎǘ ƻǊ ŦǊƻƳ ȅƻǳǊ ŘŜǎƪǘƻǇ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 
prompted to login to the system.  
 
Login: Administrator 
Password: password 

c. Default Display Setup 
Each display in your digital signage network will need to be setup in the άConfigureέ tab on the bottom 
right before the display will begin receiving digital media and schedules. 
 

 
 
Right click the άDefault Displayέ icon and click άEdit Displayέ in the context menu. When the Add/Edit 
Display form appears, simply complete all required fields. (Display Name, Hostname, Horizontal 
Resolution, Vertical Resolution, Property and Group) 
 
* Important 



The Hostname is the computer name of the computer on which the Inspire Display is installed. This 
name must be correct or the display will not receive updates from the Inspire Server. 
 

 
 

d. Communication Indicators 
The yellow exclamation point indicates that the display has not communicated with the server in 5 
minutes. Use the άRefresh Displaysέ button to update the Configure panel tree. 

 

The blue display icon indicates that the display is communicating with the server. 

 
 
e. Default Schedule Setup 
Insure the άDefault Scheduleέ is update to reflect a current timeframe. If the schedule has expired, the 
display will not receive any updates initially. 
 



 

 
4. System Configuration 
 
a. Configuration 
 

 
 
Once the Inspire Client window ƻǇŜƴǎΣ ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ά/ƻƴŦƛƎǳǊŜέ ¢ŀō ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻǘǘƻƳ ǊƛƎƘǘΦ CǊƻƳ ǘƘƛǎ 
ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴΣ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŀŘŘ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘƛŜǎΣ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅǎΦ !ƭǎƻΣ ōȅ ŎƭƛŎƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ά¦ǎŜǊǎέ icon, you can 
edit the system users.  
 



b. Manage Displays  

 
 
Depending on which part of the displays panel you click, the options in the Manage Displays gadget will 
enable/disable. 
 
Add/Edit a Property - Either click any blank spot in the manage displays panel, or click the Add Property 
Icon in the Display Management gadget. When the Add/Edit Property form appears, simply add the 
name and description. 
 

 

Add/Edit a Display Group - Display Groups can be added to the system in two ways. First, by clicking on 
a Property, then clicking the Add Group icon in the Display Management gadget. A group can also be 
added by right clicking a Property and clicking add Property in the context menu. When the Add/Edit 
Group form appears, simply add the name and description. 

Add/Edit Display - Display can be added to the system in two ways. First, by clicking on a Display Group, 
then clicking the Add Display icon in the Display Management gadget. A Display can also be added by 
right clicking a Display Group and clicking add Display in the context menu. When the Add/Edit Display 
form appears, simply complete all required fields. (Display Name, Hostname, Horizontal Resolution, 
Vertical Resolution, Property and Group) 
 



 
 
c. Configure Panel: 
Depending on which add-ƛƴǎ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΣ ǘƘŜ ά/ƻƴŦƛƎǳǊŜέ ǇŀƴŜƭ ŀƭƭƻǿǎ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ŜŘƛǘ 
your system settings. The settings for the selected add-in will be visible in the middle panel. The User 
add-in is a system default. 
 

 
 
Users:  
¦ǎŜǊǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŀŘŘŜŘκŜŘƛǘŜŘ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ōȅ ŎƭƛŎƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ άLŎƻƴέΦ 9ŀŎƘ ǳǎŜǊ Ŏŀƴ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƳǳƭǘƛǇƭŜ 
roles. 
 
Roles: 
Administrator - Access to all sections of the application. 



Content Designer - Full access to the Designer tab 
Content Manager - Full access to the Schedule 
Guest - Read only access to the system 
  

5. Media Content Designer  

  

 
The Inspire Designer can be used to create rich and robust graphical content for your display system.  
 

 
 
a. Editing Tools 
 
Main Ribbon - The main ribbon can be used to perform many of the common functions within the 
designer, such as adding a slide, editing text and previewing videos.  
 
Main Window - The main window is used to edit the slide. Use the element handles to move and 
transform the digital media on the screen. 
 
Properties Panel - The property panel gives access to any properties and settings of the element 
currently in focus. 
 
Media/Apps Panel - The media/apps panel displays all the media components in your system. Use the 
component panel to add images, video flash or a custom media element. 
 
Slides Panel - The slide panel displays all the slides saved in your system. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



b. Using the Designer 
 

 

 
 
c. Add a Slide 
 
Click the New Slide icon to create a new blank slide. You can add images and video to your slide by 
either dragging the media on the screen, or by clicking the related component and browsing to find the 
desired media component. 



You can use the main window to edit and position your media using the element handles. Each 
component will also have related properties and setting that can be set using the property panel.  
 
Any media item can become a touch screen button by selecting the "Touchscreen Button" checkbox and 
entering a "Button Name".  
 
Once you have completed your slide. Click the Save icon to save the slide to the media server. Once the 
slide is saved it will be accessible throughout the system. 
  

4. Content Scheduler 

  

 

 
 
a. Editing Tools 
 
The scheduling tab is used to assign media to the displays in your system.  
 
Main Ribbon - The main ribbon can be used to perform many of the common functions within the 
scheduler, such as adding a schedule, manually update displays and previewing schedules.  
 
Schedules Tree Panel - The schedule tree can be used to perform many of the common functions 
within the scheduler, such as adding a schedule, editing a schedule and previewing schedules.  
 
Schedule View Window - The schedule view window is a read-only view of the current schedules in the 
system.  
 
Schedule Edit Window - The schedule edit window is used to edit a schedule. 
 
Slides Timeline Panel - The slide timeline panel is used to edit the slides associated with a given 
schedule. 



b. Add a Schedule 
 
A new schedule can be added by either, clicking the desired display in the display tree, then clicking 
bŜǿ {ŎƘŜŘǳƭŜ ƛŎƻƴ ƻǊΣ ōȅ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŎƭƛŎƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǎƛǊŜŘ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅΣ ǘƘŜƴ ŎƭƛŎƪƛƴƎ ά!ŘŘ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜέ.  
 

 
 
Once the Edit Schedule window is shown, you can adjust the setting to allow the schedule to perform 
as needed.  
 
Schedule Types: 
 
Continuous - plays any time between the start date/time until the end date/time. 
Daily - plays every day from the start time until the end time. 
Every Weekday (Mon-Fri) - plays on weekdays from the start time until the end time. 
Every Mon., Wends., and Fri. - plays every M/W/F from the start time until the end time. 
Every Tues., and Thurs. - plays every T/T from the start time until the end time. 
Weekly - plays once a week from the start time until the end time. 
Monthly - plays once a month from the start time until the end time. 
Yearly - plays once a year from the start time until the end time. 
Default - plays whenever nothing else is scheduled. 
Touchscreen ς allows slides to be linked together using buttons to create touch enabled media. 
 
Playback Mode:  

Do Not Mix 
Randomize 
Intersperse 

To add displays to the schedule, simply drag the desired display into the displays section. 
 
To add slides to the schedule, simply drag the desired display into the slide timeline.  
 
Once the slide is shown in the slide timeline, you can edit the display time and slide transitions. 

Example Continuous Schedule: 
 



 
 
Touchscreen Schedule 
 
The touchscreen schedule allows you to link slides together using the "Touchscreen Buttons" defined in 
your individual slides.  
 
To add displays to the touchscreen schedule, simply drag the desired display into the displays section. 
 
To add slides to the schedule, simply drag the desired display into the slide timeline.  
 
Once the slide is shown in the slide timeline, you can edit the touchscreen links, display time and slide 
transitions. 
 
Slide links are edited by simply clicking on the slide in the "Slide Timeline Panel". 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Example Touchscreen Schedule: 
 
Schedule Edit Window  
 

 
 
Slide Button Edit Window 
 

 
 


